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L\ Marilyn Hawkes and her husband, Phil, have been
Temple Solel members for 36 years, joining when their three-
year-old son, Jeff, attended Temple Solel’s preschool. Since then,
Marilyn has been an active member of the congregation, serving
on the Board of Trustees for nine years in various roles, and co-
chairing the Caring Committee. She also co-chaired the
successful effort to bring cantorial soloist Todd Herzog to Temple
Solel. Now, she sings in the choir and serves on the Ritual
Committee.

Marilyn is a freelance journalist who has written extensively for
Jewish News, PHOENIX magazine, Phoenix Home & Garden and
Experience Scottsdale. She holds a bachelor’s degree in English
from California State University Long Beach and a master’s
degree in mass communication from Arizona State University’s
Walter Cronkite School of Journalism and Mass Communication.
Marilyn enjoys spending time with family, including her two
young grandsons, reading, traveling and attending Pilates
classes.

f. Tamara Lieberman and her husband, Mark,
have been members of Temple Solel since 2011, where all three
of their children celebrated their baby namings. Their oldest
daughter, Zoe, is active in the Madrachim program, their son,



Hendrix, will celebrate his Bar Mitzvah this fall, and their
youngest daughter, Vivi, attends the religious school and enjoys
participating in the annual Purim Spiel.

A board-certified internal medicine physician, Tamara owns a
private medical practice in Scottsdale. At Temple Solel, she has
enjoyed contributing to the congregation by singing in the temple
choir, serving as Co-Chair of Sisters of Solel, helping lead the
Women's Seder, and sharing her love of music by playing guitar
and singing.
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<§ Craig Brown was born in Westford,
Massachusetts, and grew up attending a Conservative synagogue
in nearby Lowell. He met his wife, Lauren, while participating in a
high school summer program in Israel. They moved to the
Phoenix area in 2008 by way of Tucson and New York City. Craig
and Lauren have three children - Julian (16), Gabriel (13), and
Isabel (6) - who are active members of Solel and graduates of
the Solel Preschool.

Craig earned a bachelor’s degree in biology with a minor in music
from Lehigh University and master’s degrees in business and
healthcare management from Arizona State University. After
beginning his career at Pfizer, Craig became an entrepreneur,
business owner, and operator of multiple ventures in the
pharmacy, pharmacy billing, laboratory, and sports event
production industries. His primary business, ServRx, has been a
national leader in pharmacy billing since 2008. A passionate
musician, Craig has played bass, guitar, and keyboards in bands
since high school. Within the Solel community, he regularly leads
the Raker Sunday tefilah, co-developed the hour-long morning



children’s High Holiday service alongside Rabbi Langowitz, and
occasionally fills in on the bimah for Friday night Shabbat
services.

\ Rachel (Gubin) O’Connor grew up in Phoenix,
Arizona, alongside her twin sister, Ruth Gerstman, who is also an
active member of Temple Solel. She is one of five siblings, with
two older sisters, a twin sister, and a brother. After graduating
from the Arizona School for the Arts, Rachel pursued her passion
for fashion at the Fashion Institute of Design & Merchandising
(FIDM) in Los Angeles before continuing her education at the
Fashion Institute of Technology (FIT) in New York City. She spent
the next 15 years in corporate planning, buying, and product
development with Saks Fifth Avenue, Macy’s, and Dillard’s.

While living in New York, Rachel met her husband, Kevin
O’Connor, who works in marketing. They have three children,
Charley, Quinn, and Sawyer, who were all born in New York City.
Since returning to Arizona in 2018, Rachel has worked in
corporate financial planning and buying at Sprouts Farmers
Market. Their children all attend Temple Solel’s Raker Religious
School.

Temple Solel has been at the center of Rachel’s family for
generations. Her father, Stephen Gubin, served as a past
President of the congregation and met her mother, Helen Gubin,
at Temple Solel. The synagogue has been the setting for many of
their family’s most meaningful Jewish milestones, including
weddings, Bar and Bat Mitzvahs, baby namings, and celebrations
of life. Rachel currently serves as Executive Vice President of the
Temple Solel Board. She is passionate about fostering
community, supporting Jewish education, and ensuring Temple
Solel remains a vibrant and welcoming home for families of all



generations. Rachel looks forward to continuing to give back to
the community that has meant so much to her family.

Robert Danoff has been a member of Temple Solel
since 2002. He and his wife, Eve, have three sons, two of whom,
Max and Sam, previously attended Temple Solel Preschool and
the Raker Religious School.

Robert is a past president of the congregation and has served on
numerous committees, including the Senior Rabbi Rabbinic
Search Committee, the Strategic Planning Committee, the
Executive Director Search Committee, the Marketing Committee
and currently serves on the the Temple Solel Endowment
Foundation Board. He has also been active in the broader Jewish
community, having served as a board member of AIPAC’s
Leadership 2000 in Phoenix, JNF, and as a division fundraising
chair for the Jewish Federation of Dallas.

Professionally, Robert is a partner at BrandOutlook, a brand
strategy and market research firm focused on helping companies
sustain, grow, and revitalize their brands.

Robert and Eve, who is also a past president of Temple Solel,
remain actively involved in the congregation and its leadership.




Rebecca Kramer, originally from Chicago, has lived
in Arizona since 2014. She attended Indiana University, where
she majored in Accounting and Finance, and is a CPA. She has
held various positions since, including working at Ernst & Young,
serving as a Director at a large hospital system, and currently
serving as a CFO.

Rebecca and her husband, Adam, a native New Yorker and pain
management physician, have two children, Zach (14) and Jordyn
(12), who grew up at Solel starting with preschool. Zach was bar
mitzvahed at Solel in 2025 and has served as a madrichim, and
Jordyn will become a bat mitzvah later this year. Solel has been a
meaningful part of their family's life for over a decade, and
they're grateful for the community it's given them.

Outside of family and work, Rebecca enjoys hiking, yoga, travel,
has a passion for singing, and is a newer pickleball and mahjong
player.

Mary Ann Bloom and her husband, Pete, have been
members of the Temple Solel family since 1986. They are the
proud parents of three adult sons, and she and her sons all
celebrated their B’nai mitzvot there. Mary Ann has shared her
time, heart, and leadership with the congregation through her
service on the Temple board, treasurer of Sisterhood, head of
various committees and through her more than 35 years with The



Solel Preschool, where she taught and served as both assistant
director and director. She helps feed the hungry weekly at St.
Vincent de Paul alongside a dedicated team of volunteers from
Temple Solel. Outside of her Temple life, Mary Ann enjoys
singing, reading, practicing Pilates, and traveling.

w74l Ilyssa Reading has been a member of Temple Solel
since 2023 and was part of the Solel Preschool community from
2020-2025. She is married to Drew Reading and has two
children, Kate (8) and Oliver (6). Ilyssa works as a mental health
counselor in her small private practice with a primary focus on
adolescents and adults with eating disorders. She also serves on
the boards of Cochise Elementary School's Association of Parents
and Teachers and McCormick Ranch Little League. Ilyssa is an
avid runner and recently completed the Big Sur International
Marathon. She also enjoys trying new restaurants, traveling,
reading, and spending time with family and friends.



